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I don’t think I’ve ever been so excited to welcome in a new year, not 
because I’m desperate to see the back of 2020, I’m excited because of 
2020! The trials and tribulations we’ve shared in the last year have proven 
just how resilient we can be, both individually and as a community. 
We’ve faced unprecedented challenges and met them head-on, we’ve 
looked out for those who were alone or in need, we’ve volunteered, 
donated, sewed, baked, planted, painted and zoomed left, right and 
centre, all in the name of making the best of 2020 together. We’ve smiled 
in sympathy at strangers and chatted to neighbours more than most 
of us have even done before. We’ve written thank you notes to our bin 
collection teams and occasionally left them a packet of biscuits (though 
I’m not sure they would have chosen Party Rings!). We’ve thanked our 
postie, even got to know them by name, and stood in our doorways to 
applaud our previously underestimated keyworkers who have worked so 
tirelessly and risked their own lives to keep us all safe and healthy. 
 
Those of us who attempted to do homeschooling have developed a 
newfound respect for teachers (each and every one of whom deserves a 
knighthood). We now acknowledge delivery drivers and have found it is 
possible to stand patiently in queues. We’ve emailed, Zoomed, called and 
written letters to strangers. We’ve raised huge sums of money for charity 
by supporting those who took on extraordinary personal challenges. We 
took part in socially distanced events devised by some very clever people 
and we supported our local traders when it was possible to do so. Our 
local businesses stepped up too, reminding us just how much we need 
them and why we must continue to shop locally when normality returns.
 
All of this we did willingly (if not without complaint) despite feeling 
scared, sad, lonely, disappointed, even angry at times and frequently 
just plain fed-up. I know I’ve cried my fair share and sometimes for no 
particular reason. A year that should’ve isolated us has actually brought us 
closer than ever, and I am so proud to be able to share all of the amazing 
things you have been up to. I cannot wait to hear about even more 
incredible things you get up to this year. Thank goodness a vaccine is on 
the way and we can be hopeful about conquering this beast but come 
what may, we must take strength from what we have achieved and how 
we have behaved since March 2020. 
 
Let’s take what we have learned about ourselves and about others and 
work together to ensure that the kindness and thoughtfulness we know 
we’re capable of is allowed to flourish and continue into the new year. 
Let’s not forget how strong we are when we work together and how lucky 
we are to live in a community of like-minded people. 
Whatever lies ahead, we are in it together.
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The first phase of Beach 
Street Felixstowe, the new, 
family-friendly leisure and 
shopping destination in 
Suffolk created with upcycled 
shipping containers, opened 
on Friday 4 December. 
Visitors are invited to browse 
and buy gifts from a range of 
independent, local traders.

Believed to be the UK’s 
first seafront ‘boxpark’, the 
urban-style complex is just a 
pebble’s throw from the blue 
flag awarded beach. Located 
at Manning’s Amusements 
on Sea Road, Beach Street 
is a landscaped site, which is 
wheelchair and buggy-friendly, 
with outdoor seating in the 
communal area. Dogs on leads 
are welcome.

Painted in vibrant 
colours, the converted 
containers are home 
to an exciting range 

of traders.

Beach Street Opens in Felixstowe

Scan the QR code to see Beach Street in motion, with 
interviews with Charlie Manning and the traders.
Visit www.spotlightmagazine.co.uk to read more 
about Beach Street.

All retailers strictly adhering to government guidelines to ensure they 
operate in a safe and responsible manner. Visitors should also bring masks 
if they plan to go inside any of the shops or the amusements.
 
The official ‘Grand Opening’ of the finished ‘Phase One’ will be in 
Easter and then the Manning brothers, Charlie and Jonny (founders and 
owners of Beach Street) are hoping to expand in the next 18-24 months 
for their ‘Phase Two’, where more shops and restaurants will be added. 

   At Beach Street you'll find...
Cosy Aromas

The Gallery Box
Puzzle

Simply Lovely Jubbly
SusieSparkles

The Coastal Drift
Tinx Boutique 

Opening in early 2021...
Shore, Coffee by the Coast

FourThreePizza 
Hazel & Co Yoga 
The Smokehouse

www.beachstreetfelixstowe.co.uk

Memory Lane Dementia Support 
Group Launches ‘Memory Boxes’

Felixstowe Memory Lane 
Dementia Support Group 
is pleased to announce the 
launch of ten dementia 
memory boxes. These 
boxes allow people whose 
lives have been affected by 
dementia to sit together and 
explore a collection of items 

or images from the past. The idea of the Memory Box is to encourage 
short-term memories by stimulating long-term ones.

Before Covid-19, volunteers from the then Felixstowe Timebank 
project collected an assortment of items from the community and 
created ten memory boxes. The original idea was to have these 
available in local cafes and restaurants, encouraging people living 
with dementia to live well in a dementia-friendly community, 
enjoying the routine of afternoon tea, morning coffee or a meal but 
with the addition of familiar objects to stimulate conversation and 
memory. We would like to acknowledge the work of Timebank 
volunteers in putting together such valuable resources in Felixstowe.

Since Covid-19, Memory Lane users have been unable to meet due to 
restrictions and vulnerability. This makes people whose lives are affected 
by dementia even more isolated and lacking in opportunity to participate 
in stimulating and engaging activities. In response, Memory Lane is now 
providing the Memory Boxes directly to users for them to access within 
their own home and in the company of loved ones and carers.

We would like to create more Memory Boxes and are appealing for 
additional items. These might be old photographs and postcards of 
Felixstowe, souvenirs, oddments of fabrics with different textures, 
buttons, marbles, small tins of recognisable brands, objects associated 
with careers, or items relating to hobbies. Items that are multisensory 
are also welcome – soaps, lavender bags, scent bottles. If you think 
you can help, please get in touch.

Memory Lane would like to thank Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club for 
their very kind donation of £1,600 which will go to supporting 
additional resources and activities for people in Felixstowe whose 
lives have been affected by dementia.

If you can help in any way, please contact Helen Greengrass at 
East Suffolk Council: 07717 150993 / fxtdaa@gmail.com

Please note: Photo taken before Covid-19

on

Find CHIMNEY SWEEP
TL CHIMNEYS

Marcus Webb
  ◆ Fully insured 

 ◆ Certificates issued 
◆ Safety inspections

◆ Recommendations and advice

 01473 712703 / 07733 420611
Email: marcus@tlchimneys.co.uk

www.tlchimneys.co.uk
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November 25, 2020, saw 
the launch of the national 
White Ribbon campaign 
which encourages men and 
boys to never commit, excuse 
or remain silent about male 
violence against women.

Felixstowe Town Council and 
community representatives took The 
Pledge by holding positive message 
boards as part of their commitment 
in support of the campaign.

Mayor Mark Jepson said: “This is just one specific campaign to try 
and reduce abuse against women. It forms part of a broader approach 
to reduce and ultimately prevent violence within relationships 
regardless of gender. 

“Unfortunately, incidents of domestic abuse have increased 
significantly during the pandemic but this may be because people 
have found the courage to report it.”

The White Ribbon campaign is just one aspect of challenging abuse 
and aligns to other campaigns against domestic abuse against both 
women and men. Although incidents have increased by nearly a 
quarter since the pandemic began, it doesn’t necessarily mean these 
relate to new cases. 

Felixstowe Stands Proud on White Ribbon Day
Families may live with domestic abuse for a significant period before 
getting effective help. There are many reasons why families live 
with abuse for a significant period or return to their abuser after 
attempting to leave. It may not be apparent to the victim they are in 
an abusive relationship. On average, victims will live with abuse for 
three years and experience 50 incidents of abuse before getting help.

Suffolk Police takes incidents of domestic abuse very seriously and 
will work hard to support victims. This includes support offered from 
Independent Domestic Violence Advisors who will provide victims 
with independent advice and support. There are several excellent 
organisations offering support to victims of domestic abuse, including:
Coastal Action Against Abuse: c-aaa.uk
Anglia Care Trust: Freephone 0800 9775690
Lighthouse Women’s Aid: 01473 228270
Men’s Advice Line: 0808 801 0327
National Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0808 2000 247

A more extensive list is available under the Domestic Abuse tab on 
the Suffolk County Council website: Suffolk.gov.org 

Felixstowe is part of the East Suffolk Community Safety Partnership 
(CSP) which works with various organisations introducing campaigns 
to educate, challenge and raise awareness of domestic abuse. The 
partnership is chaired by Felixstowe Cllr Mark Jepson. This year’s support 
of the White Ribbon campaign was organised through the CSP.

Photo: The Mayor and Deputy Mayor supporting the campaign
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Local News

For those of you eager to try a new drink over the festive 
period, whether as a gift or a treat for yourself, look no 

further than the brand-new Pioneer gin. 

Pioneer gin is a dream turned reality for 
local owner Sean Crean, who decided to 
start his own business, alongside being a 
lawyer, as a personal challenge two and a 
half years ago. 

“I'm basically a gin lover really. That's 
pretty much what made me want to get 
into in. I’ve always been impressed by Jack 
Daniels and would love to have a brand like 
that. You’ve got to dream big and see how 
you get on,” said Sean. 

You may be interested to know that the Pioneer gin bottle and 
name is rooted in Sean’s Irish heritage. One of Sean’s ancestors, 
Tom Crean, from the west coast of Ireland was an Antarctic 
explorer. Tom and his captain, Robert Falcon Scott, were involved 
in three major expeditions to Antartica, known as the Heroic Age 
of Antarctic Exploration. 

“The Sheckelton expedition, which was actually a failed attempt 
to cross the Antarctic, is where the story came from because they 
actually got trapped and had to basically live on the ice for about 
three years before deciding what to do to get out there. They had to 
row 800 miles to South Georgia, where there was a station and then 
traverse the mountains to get help from Norwegian whalers. Fast 
forward another year after that and they eventually got everyone 
back home safely. So, yes quite a story.” 

Tom Crean’s face is actually incorporated into the bottle’s design so 
that you can see the explorer’s features through the clear gin.

Although the gin industry is a rather competitive one, Sean is 
certain that Pioneer’s unique flavour and smell will speak for itself 
when it comes to establishing a customer base. 

“I set out to created something that smells amazing. You might now 
recognise it but will love it. It’s a perfect balance of the four key categories 
– spicy, herby, floral and citrus. I wanted to produce a really great gin that 
people would want to buy over and over again,” Sean explained. 

Pioneer gin itself is made in Italy by a company called Casone but, 
right now, Sean is hand delivering the bottles, including an optional 
£4 taster bottle, to your doors. 

In the future, Sean would like to take Pioneer further, eventually 
shipping to Europe and America. He’d also like to branch out to 
making rums and tequilas.

“We just want to gradually build up a loyal fan base of people that 
love the product and will keep buying it. That would be my ideal 
future for the brand. There's a huge market in the UK so I plan to 
start locally and then build it up but it’s such early days,” Sean said. 

To get a taste of Pioneer gin yourself, head to The Alex, Wine Boutique 
and The Fludyers, where the Pioneer is stocked or head to the Pioneer 
gin website and purchase a bottle in the ‘shop’ section. You can meet 
the man himself when her delivers it straight to your door! 

www.pioneergin.co.uk

Gin Pioneer Launches His Own Brand
Felixstowe is deficient in informal open space but we still have one 
priceless facility to the north of the town at Eastward Ho! and the 
nearby woodlands of the Grove and Abbey Grove.

Hundreds of people use 
the area for peaceful 
recreation every day and it 
wasn’t many months ago 
that a photographer from 
a national newspaper had 
no difficulty in attracting a 
large group of walkers for 
an impromptu photograph.

The renewed emphasis 
on fresh air and exercise 
has increased the number 
of residents and visitors 
using the area which was 
recognised as an important 
attraction for the town as 
far back as the 1800s.

For half a mile the Grove 
forms a shaded walk through a beautiful plantation, alluring in all 
seasons but especially so in the early spring, when primroses deck the 
margins and daffodils nod in fairy-like greeting to the wind from the 
neighbouring sea.

Local authorities have been under great financial pressure in recent 
years so resources for the protection and improvement of woodland 
and green spaces have been difficult to sustain. However, we are 
now realising how crucial these places are for both our physical and 
mental health and that’s why a group has been formed to influence 
local and district councils into recognising just what we have on 
our doorstep and how it can be cherished as part of a Country Park 
for Felixstowe.

There are over 400 Country Parks in the UK under the auspices 
of Natural England with the purpose of helping people in urban 
settings to enjoy nearby green spaces and where appropriate the 
wider countryside beyond. 

The Holt Country Park in Norfolk has similar features to what could be 
achieved here in Felixstowe and it is worth having a look at their website.

Town and district councillors have toured the area along with officers 
and representatives from the Woodland Trust. Meetings have been 
held with Persimmon Homes, soon to develop phase one of the 
Candlet site, to seek what can be done to ‘buffer’ the site against 
harmful impact on the existing woodland. 

Ideas have also been put forward for substantial tree planting projects, 
improved footpath opportunities and cycle routes, both locally and 
out into the AONB (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty).

The Garden Neighbourhood plans for the area make it even more 
important that the special ecological features and value people 
attach to the area are fully appreciated and sensitively integrated 
into the masterplan. 

We look to East Suffolk Council, along with local councillors, to take 
this opportunity. 
Submitted by Michael Thomas

An Asset to be Treasured



7Spotlight on Felixstowe • www.spotlightmagazine.co.uk
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Music in Felixstowe has been putting professional concerts online 
every week since March 2020 to bring some joy to you in these 
dark times. We are now putting on some live concerts too, all of 
which you can see for free on the Music in Felixstowe Facebook 
page. You don’t have to be a Facebook user to access the page but if 
you need help give me a call on 01394 670633. Online concerts in 
January include all our live concerts plus a young Scottish bagpiper 
for Burns Night and another with the lovely singer, Lyn O Hara.
 
FORTHCOMING LIVE CONCERTS 
New Year’s Day, 3pm at St John’s Church / £20: 
Viennese music with Nicholas Ward and the Festival Orchestra 
Wednesday 24 January, 11.30am at Three Sisters Arts 
Centre, Trimley / retiring collection: Mozart Flute Quartet 
with Anna Noakes and the Ward Trio 
Saturday 30 January, 7pm (bar opens at 6.30pm) 
at Three Sisters Arts Centre / £12: The Oompah Band 
Please book for all concerts by calling 01394 670633 or emailing: 
musicinfelixstowe@gmail.com 
All the concerts have been advertised to our mailing list. If you 
would like to be added to the list, please let us know. 
To pay for our musicians we have launched a Music in Felixstowe 
JustGiving appeal. Musicians are suffering so badly just now as all 
their work has dried up. We are trying to help in a small way.
Happy New Year from me and all musicians.
Hattie Bennett

Music in Felixstowe
A Unique Year for 
BASIC Life
As we come to the end of a truly 
unique year, we look back at the 
positives at The BASIC Life Charity.

Back in January we were thrilled to be visited by Secretary of State 
and local constituent MP The Rt. Hon. Therese Coffey and to 
show her our unique way of redistributing food via our BASIC 
Community Pop-Up Shops. This was followed by an invitation to 
roundtable talks at Westminster and our method being described as 
‘the perfect way’ from the dispatch box in parliament by Ms Coffey.

As we all know, the pandemic reached us in March and we were 
forced to close our two shops for sales. We immediately turned them 
into ‘Emergency Resource Centres’ and spent the next three months 
supplying anybody in need locally with free food, either by pre-
arranged collection or free delivery in association with the amazing 
team at Felixstowe Area Community Transport (FACTS).

Although this was a very difficult time for 
everybody, the sense of community was 
almost tangible as people came past our 
shops and picked up free games, puzzles or 
food which we laid out. During this time, we 
realised that we were needed for more than 
the sharing of food. We received many phone 
calls and messages from anxious or lonely 
people and were pleased to reassure them 
that we would be supporting the community 
throughout. When the lockdown ended, we 
were inundated with donations and customers 

and it was wonderful to welcome everyone back – albeit with limited 
number and the obligatory facemasks and hand sanitiser!

During the second lockdown in November we took the opportunity to 
catch our breath and refurbish and restock our shops. We also started 
work on opening a new store in Walton – Books and Vintage – where 
we will sell donated books and, you guessed it, vintage products! While 
all this was going on, we started to open BASIC Community Pop-
Up Shops in Ipswich. It was an audacious idea to cover a town as 
big as Ipswich with free food resources, with our charity only having 
five employees, but we did it! By December we were represented at 
no less than six sites in the most deprived areas of the town, serving 
hundreds of people per week.

At the end of the year we were delighted to have more support from 
the community with local companies and groups donating products 
and giving financial aid. This included donations from a Christmas 
light displays held at private homes in Oak Close and at Dains Place, 
Trimley St Mary. This year, for one year only, we’re teaming up with 
The Salvation Army to pass on our regular donations from our shoe 
box appeal. These will reach those in need locally and also residents at 
local nursing and care homes who are alone at this time.

Thank you to everybody who has helped bring some 
light into the darkness during this year.

Special thanks to our amazing staff and volunteers who have worked 
so hard. Even more importantly thank you to the wonderful 
members of the community who give so much, care so much and 
make Felixstowe a wonderful place to live in.

Graham Denny 
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This can be an expensive time of year and even in, or possibly 
because of, the current difficult circumstances it is likely that many 
people will be spending a significant sum on presents. You will have 
seen signs saying that shops cannot exclude your ‘statutory rights’, 
so what are these?

An Act of Parliament came into force on 1 October 2015 called the 
Consumer Rights Act, which relates to the supply of goods. It sets 
out a timetable for consumers’ rights to be exercised including:

• A 30-day right to reject defective products and the right to a 
full refund from the date of purchase. For perishable goods this 
will be shorter. 

• Outside the 30-day period the purchaser has the right to give the 
retailer one opportunity to repair or replace the goods. If repair 
would be too costly the retailer can opt to replace the item instead. 
If repairs or replacement aren’t appropriate, the purchaser can opt 
for a full or partial refund.

• From 30 days to six months after purchase it is presumed that 
any fault was there from the time of delivery and it would be for 
the supplier to prove otherwise. The purchaser can opt for a repair 
or replacement and refund if that fails. A reduced refund may apply 
to vehicles because of use made during the period.  

• After six months the onus is on the consumer to prove the product 
was faulty at the time of delivery.

For the first time the Act specifically covered digital content which 
must (as with other non-digital products) be of satisfactory quality, 
fit for purpose and as described. A claim can be made for faulty 
digital content to be repaired, replaced or refunded. A consumer 
can also claim damages against the retailer if the faulty content has 
damaged other devices or programmes.

The law relating to Unfair Contract Terms was updated, making it 
easier to challenge such terms which lack good faith, hide charges in 
small print, limit legal rights or inflict excessive termination charges. 
There are 20 examples of such terms set out in a schedule to the Act. 

The Act also introduces a duty on letting agents to publicise details 
of the fees they impose for certain services.

This article provides only a general summary and is not intended to be 
comprehensive. Special legal advice should be taken in any individual situation.

Legal Eyes

Ipswich 01473 255591  Diss 01379 643555  
Felixstowe 01394 279636  Harleston 01379 854455
www.jackamans.co.uk

Our expert team of lawyers 
is here to help
• Accident Claims

• Clinical Negligence 

• Commercial

• Debt Recovery

• Dispute Resolution

• Employment

• Family

• Landlord and Tenant

• Powers of Attorney

• Property

• Wills, Trusts & Probate

Christmas spending – your rights as a consumer

For further information please 
contact Paul McGrath by email at 
paul.mcgrath@jackamans.co.uk 

or call 01394 279636



9Cruise inLuxury
with Tradewind Voyages

Contact us if you would like more information 
or a copy of the Tradewind e-brochure emailed to you. 
Alternatively view more information at: www.amrtravel.co.uk 
(scroll down to Andrew Recommends)
 
The double award-winning AMR Travel is here to help 
with your travel plans and give you the most up-to-date travel 
advice in these uncertain times. Whilst we understand it may 
be difficult to meet over a cuppa, we can always arrange a 
telephone or video call to discuss your custom-made holiday.
 
Flexible booking measures are in place
so you can relax and book with the reassurance that if 
needed, you have the option to change your plans and 
that your money is 100% financially protected.

The Golden Horizon is the world’s largest square-rigged sailing 
vessel, a traditional yet contemporary ice-classified vessel that 
offers luxury accommodations for no more than 272 guests. 
All of the ship’s 140 cabins have an ocean view, while the Deluxe 
Cabins and Suites benefit from a private balcony.
 
Each voyage takes guests to iconic destinations and unique 
parts of the world, including small bays and beaches between 
port calls. Guests have the freedom to explore ashore or remain 
onboard and use the ship as a wellbeing destination – taking 
advantage of the luxurious facilities and activities on offer.
 
Tradewind Voyages philosophy is to sail as much as possible, 
allowing guests to connect with the elements in a way that is 
different from any other cruise ship of this size.

Looking forward to seeing you soon on this beautiful ship, 

Andrew

The Golden Horizon

Spotlight readers
To

Spotlight on Felixstowe

Felixstowe

Suffolk

Postcard

T R A V E L

Andrew 
Rowdon

Your holiday is just a phone call away...

In November 2020, reservations opened for a new small ship cruise line 
called Tradewind Voyages, with a maiden voyage scheduled to depart in 

May 2021 and a further six UK Showcase Voyages all departing from Harwich.

T: 01394 286 685   M: 07779 282 108
E: info@amrtravel.co.uk
W: www.amrtravel.co.uk
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So, Does it Feel 
any Different Yet?

2021 is upon us and we have been looking 
forward to it since March. 

The new year, the new beginning, the new 
world and “the new normal”. It is indeed time 
to move on but there are decisions to be made 

by us all. What do we want to keep, what do we want to take forward 
and what do we want to well and truly leave behind? 

Let’s start with the KEEP list 
I want to keep my new love of walking around my village each day. 
I have seen so many things for the first time, although I have lived 
here for over 30 years. With my mobile phone in hand, I have 
enjoyed great music and taken some amazing photographs. Two of 
my photos were used on BBC Weatherquest, while four others were 
chosen for inclusion in our village magazine.

I want to hang on to the fact that I have been able to spend quality 
time in the garden and have even managed to squeeze in time for a 
little DIY... unheard of before lockdown.

Zoom has meant that I have talked to faraway family members on a 
more regular basis. Those dreadful family quizzes thankfully didn’t 
continue but how wonderful it has been for my 102-year-old mum to 
regularly see her two-year-old great-granddaughter.

I really want to TAKE FORWARD quite a few things
For me, working from home has been an enormous success. An 
underused small bedroom plays host to a mini radio station. With 
two laptops, a couple of microphones, a set of headphones and a 
mixing desk, I can now work more efficiently with zero air miles. 
With the backing of Felixstowe Radio’s directors and technical 
team, I can now broadcast remotely in quality. All I need to do is 
restrict the time I spend ‘preparing’ for my show.

Coming with me into 2021 is all the cooperation and friendships 
I have experienced in the last months. Local people, organisations, 
politicians and other leaders have pulled together with such passion 
and good humour.

My LEAVE BEHIND list is unlikely to be completed, 
but I can be hopeful 
Let’s leave behind that internet acrimony and anger. Wouldn’t it be great 
if we could just wait a short while before responding to someone else’s 
comments or point of view? I would also be so glad to leave the blame 
culture behind. When things go wrong, let us first look for the solution 
and have sympathy for those who make mistakes or wrong decisions.

On balance, I think that together we have been given the opportunity 
to move forward with hope.

Finally, what am I looking forward to most in 2021? HUGS!    
Happy New Year.

Presenter & Producer Rob Dunger
www.robdunger.co.uk 

Felixstowe Radio 107.5fm
www.felixstoweradio.org.uk

Felixstowe Town Council Community Award Winner 2020

Mansion House Publishing, the team behind Spotlight, is 
pleased to introduce Mansion House Media, its new media 
management company.

Run by Daren Stainton, MHM provides a complete (but constantly 
expanding) range of digital and social media services, from video 
production, apps and website design and development to social 
media management and logo design for bespoke campaigns. 
However, it’s not just the technical skill and know-how which 
Daren brings to the table. With over 25 years’ experience in 
sales and marketing, Daren and his team work with clients to 
achieve long-term payback, using digital and social media to add 
genuine value by maximising profile and reach in an increasingly 
competitive online market space.

Of course, every business is unique and therefore faces unique 
challenges. It’s also the case that some businesses need help setting 
up social media platforms, while others need to use existing platforms 
more successfully. Following an initial review, Daren identifies 
the priorities, sets goals and devises a bespoke strategy to get each 
business, no matter how big or small, noticed.

Daren said: “It’s critical to understand the challenges each business 
faces, as well as where the potential for further growth lies. Business 
owners tend to know the answers but need our help to drive change. 
Sometimes I feel like a personal trainer, setting exercises, establishing 
best practice ideas, and checking in to measure progress.”

Many clients simply don’t know where to start, don’t believe they 
have the capacity to produce compelling (written or visual) content 
and don’t understand how important (and relatively easy) it is to use 
social media to interact with customers. Others worry about having 
the capacity to engage consistently across multiple channels. MHM 
enables clients to meet these challenges head-on and provides the 
reassurance and training they need to produce content people want 
to see – and to have fun doing it.

Throughout 2020, MHM worked with several business owners who 
needed to adapt rather more urgently that they might have wanted 
to. Daren guided them through a period of intense uncertainty, 
providing a digital lifeline when it never mattered more. In the same 
period, the number of new businesses in the East Anglian region 
surged and MHM has worked successfully with several to establish 
and promote their brand.

Daren encourages clients to become digitally independent but when 
that isn’t possible, MHM provides ongoing support, working closely 
with clients to ensure every new opportunity is maximised. Follow 
MHM on social media so you don’t miss their next free online 
training seminar. Visit www.mansionhousemedia.co.uk

Enter the Digital World with...

If you’re ready to enter the digital world today or wish 
you could use existing channels more successfully, 

give Daren a call: 01473 840071
Email: hello@mansionhousemedia.co.uk
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Welcome to my first article of 2021. Despite the 
restrictions, I hope you were able to have a safe 
and healthy Christmas. Like anyone writing these 
articles some weeks ahead of their publication, it 
is difficult to comment on events as they stand 
today, not knowing what might have changed by 
the time Spotlight arrives on your desk! 

As you will appreciate, most of the Mayoral 
events were cancelled over Christmas, including the Carol Service, 
the Christmas Day Dip and visiting the Salvation Army and Care 
Homes. The Mayoress and I did help deliver meals cooked by 
the Salvation Army on Christmas Day, ably supported by several 
volunteers, again re-enforcing what great community spirit there 
is in Felixstowe. 

The next few months will remain challenging for our businesses 
and the time we spend in Tier 2 will have a significant impact on 
our pubs. I had been very impressed with how they were managing 
customers before the November lockdown and have no doubt they 
will be maintaining those standards to keep the pubs safe. They will 
need your custom – please support them. 

In November 2020 businesses voted to approve the Business 
Improvement District proposal. Although the turnout was relatively 
low, it received the green light. While the BID does not officially start 
until April 2021, I know Helen Greengrass, along with businesses 
and East Suffolk DC, will be establishing the board, primarily made 
up of the business owners, along with the necessary processes. 

Visit Felixstowe has really come to the fore during the pandemic, 
pro-actively promoting the businesses in the town centre and along 
the seafront. The feedback I have received has been both positive and 
appreciative. If we build on the work of Visit Felixstowe, the BID 
should prove to be a positive step towards slowly recovering from this 
very challenging period. Anything that attracts more people into the 
town must be welcomed. Thank you, Clare and Stephen from Visit 
Felixstowe, for your hard work and dedication during the pandemic. 

I am the chairperson of Felixstowe Peninsular Community 
Partnership. We recently allocated grants to Felixstowe Library to 
refurbish the children’s section and helped Felixstowe School in 
re-introducing a library. Encouraging our children to read is so 
important to their overall development. I recently spoke to the chair 
of The Friends of Felixstowe Library who informed me the library 
now offers a Click and Collect service which is likely to remain in 
place until about March. It again shows how businesses are adapting; 
please have a look at their website, it is very easy to navigate. 

We all know how challenging January can normally be and this 
year will be no exception. Perhaps this year we can try and keep 
our New Year’s resolutions until at least the end of January! 

As the vaccines slowly start to be distributed, we are, hopefully, 
going to return to some form of normality and may be able to plan 
something to look forward to! Thank you for the way you have 
been complying with the restrictions. Hopefully, we will emerge 
stronger and more resilient. 

My experiences over the last few months suggest Felixstowe should 
be proud of how we have responded and particularly supported 
each other. Thank you. 

Felixstowe Mayor Mark Jepson

A Word From the Mayor of Felixstowe News from Felixstowe Chamber
“How many people receive 
newsletters they subscribe to 
and never read?” asks Chamber 
member Mark Barham, owner of 
Pierrot’s Stationers in Hamilton 
Road. He continues: 
“I quite often fall into that category, 
but after taking the time to read one 
of the regular newsletters sent out 

by Felixstowe Chamber of Trade and Commerce during the Covid-19 
crisis, I saw an opportunity to apply for a grant of more than £2,500 that 
could make my dream of diversifying into manufacturing come true.” 

That newsletter included an article about the New Anglia Growth 
Hub’s Visitor/Wider Economy Grant Scheme which aimed to help 
businesses like his diversify following a troubled 2020. Mr Barham 
had calculated that his idea to manufacture a range of sublimation 
products for commercial customers was out of reach financially 
but the Growth Hub’s grant scheme made it a viable possibility.  

“I followed up on the article and after a friendly chat with one of the 
advisors, I decided to try my luck and was sent a pre-application to see if 
I was eligible for the grant,” said Mr Barham. “A few days later, I was told 
I could apply; this included spelling out all the details of my plans for 
expansion and the equipment I needed. Filling in all the details was quite 
daunting but it was great to know that my Growth Hub adviser was 
on hand to put me right on some of the smaller details. To my absolute 
delight, and within a short space of time, I heard my application was 
approved and I was able to order all the equipment I needed.”

The new manufacturing part of Mr Barham’s business was soon 
operating and fulfilling orders for customised metal tins from several 
commercial customers, including a local artist who wants his painting 
on the lids of tins. Mr Barham believes it is the start of a profitable 
new side of his business as “the opportunities are endless, from key 
rings, metal tins and mugs to plastic water bottles, all personalised 
with a logo or a photo”.

He adds: “If you receive a newsletter (especially if it’s from the 
Felixstowe Chamber of Trade and Commerce) do read it and if you 
see something that sounds like a great idea but only for other people, 
remember that 'other’ could be you.”

For details about Pierrot’s Stationers and the products mentioned, 
email mark@pierrots.co.uk or call Mark on 01394 275704. 

www.felixstowechamber.co.uk

Special New Year Fees
£200.00 + VAT for one Lasting Power of Attorney*

£350.00 + VAT for both types of Lasting Powers of Attorney*
£600 + VAT for each type for a couple i.e.  two each*

Contact us today on 01394 277941 or email us at tina@fairstep.co.uk

www.fairstep.co.uk

*The above fees do not include the official registration fee of £82.00
per LPA. Promotion ends 28th February 2021

MAKE A LPA
THIS JANUARY 
AND FEBRUARY

MAKE AN LPA 
THIS JANUARY 
AND FEBRUARY
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Local News
Felixstowe Book Festival 2021
Felixstowe Book Festival is now looking forward to 
2021 after the challenges and successes of 2020.

Inspired by the success of our 2020 online festival, in which authors 
found themselves being watched by literally thousands of people 
across the world, we are planning a joint ‘in real life’ and online 
festival for 2021. 

We have booked our Orwell Hotel venue for 26 and 27 June and 
will be operating with social distancing and Covid-secure procedures 
so there will be smaller audiences present. However, we will also be 
offering a separate full programme of live-streamed events over the 
weekend to allow people worldwide to join in as well. 

We are excited that both our festival patrons, Esther Freud and Terry 
Waite, as well as Jojo Moyes, Elly Griffiths, Carol Drinkwater, Nicola 
Upson and Mandy Morton have already agreed to appear in the live 
festival. More exciting names to follow.

www.felixstowebookfestival.co.uk

Local Student Supports Hospice
with 'Dotty by Botty'

Meet Izzy Botwright, a 
16-year-old A-level art 
student who has a Facebook 
page called Dotty by Botty 
where she advertises and 
sell paintings called 'Lady 
Dotty'; bright multi-coloured 
paintings of hair and bold 
dresses of her own design. 

This year she has decided 
to donate a 'Lady Dotty' 
painting to St Elizabeth 
Hospice to raise money and 

say thank you for looking after her nanny four years ago during her 
final few days. The final bid will be match funded. 
 
If you are interested in donating head over to her 'Dotty by Botty' 
Facebook page for the link. Izzy thanks you for your support.

News from Old Felixstowe Parish
I wonder how you celebrated Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve? I am writing this 
piece prior to Christmas and New Year 
but I am guessing it wasn’t quite the 
same! Although it was different, we still 
celebrated Christmas together and, whilst 
carols were not sung together in packed 
churches, the truth of God coming to be 
with us was still proclaimed. 

I guess that New Year’s Eve will be different again. I often find New 
Year as a time to take stock – to look back on the year that has 
passed and to look forward to what is to come. Occasionally I make 
resolutions, which are not always kept, but before I make them 
I always take time to look back.

2020 was a year like no other. The word unprecedented was used an 
unprecedented number of times as we sought to make sense of what 
happened. At the start of the year, I guess we all made plans that we 
may not have achieved. The pandemic impacted all our lives in a 
variety of ways. Many of us are grieving the loss of those dear to us 
and we had to try to make sense of a new normal. It was a difficult 
year which saw many things change. It was also a year where we 
adapted and learnt new things and new skills. I wonder how you 
look back on 2020.

As we look forward to 2021, there is the hope that life will get back to 
normal as vaccines are rolled out. However, as I look forward and talk to 
people, I am not sure that people want to go back to exactly how things 
were. Research from previous crises suggest that after the crisis is over 
80% of things go back to how they were and 20% change. As we head 
to the New Year, I am interested in what the changes will mean for us. 
One thing that won’t change is that here in Old Felixstowe Parish we 
will continue to meet together for worship online and in-person. We will 
continue to seek to live, show and tell of God’s love as revealed in Jesus 
Christ. If you would like to discover more about God’s love and how we 
go about living, showing and telling, please get in touch. 

Rev Chris Hood

www.oldfelixstoweparish.org.uk
Oldfelixstoweparish.org.uk/booking
Facebook.com/oldfelixstoweparish
Instagram.com/oldfelixstoweparish
Twitter.com/oldfelixparish
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The Port Community Fund
The Port Community Fund (PCF) is a unique coming together of 
local shipping and transport businesses to support charities and good 
causes in Felixstowe and the surrounding area and is administered 
through Suffolk Community Foundation (SCF). 

The PCF was founded in 2008 to enable these businesses to create 
a joint approach to fundraising; the objective being to pool their 
funds and have a greater pot from which to support local causes and 
building closer relations with the local community. The aim of the 
PCF is to support a wide range of grassroot Suffolk-based charitable 
and community organisations supporting those that live and work in 

Felixstowe and The Trimleys. Organisations do not need to be based 
in Felixstowe but clear evidence needs to show that the beneficiaries 
are from Felixstowe and The Trimleys. 

The fund will offer standard grants up to £2,000. It will support local 
community issues and initiatives addressing priority needs. The main 
aim of the grant programme is to:

• Support local solutions to meet local needs
• Promote community cohesion
• Develop sustainable and supportive communities
• Tackle disadvantage
• Promote health and wellbeing

Based on surveys of need within the county, SCF has identified 
certain disadvantaged and vulnerable groups as having particular 
needs, including: older people, children, young people, people 
suffering from a long-term disability or illness, carers, low-income 
families, minority groups, people with mental health needs and 
people isolated in rural areas

Who can apply?
The Foundation will consider applications from voluntary and 
community groups whose primary aim is to improve the quality of life 
for residents of Felixstowe and The Trimleys by meeting a local need.
For further information please contact The Grants Team, Suffolk 
Community Foundation, The Old Barns, Peninsula Business Park, 
Wherstead, Ipswich IP9 2BB: 01473 602602 / grants@suffolkcf.org.uk
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Call 01473 659777
Type info@beatons.co.uk
Click www.beatons.co.uk

You’ll love what we can do for you.

Accountancy + Tax + Auditing

We
numbers

FXSTWE SPOTLIGHT hp 190x132mm Pink NEW.indd   1 11/12/2015   16:42

Tel  01473 659777
Email  info@beatons.co.uk
Web  www.beatons.co.ukMoney Talk

York House, 2/4 York Road, Felixstowe
T: 01394 279692

Felaw Maltings, 44 Felaw Street, Ipswich
T: 01473 287051

info@beatons.co.uk
www.beatons.co.uk

Providing Expert Tax Advice

• Personal Tax and Tax Minimisation

• Company Tax Planning and Profit Extraction 

• Wealth Management and Inheritance Tax 

• Corporate Structures 

• Self - Assessment Tax Returns

By

New Year – a Financial New Beginning  
Make a New Year’s resolution for 2021 to stop procrastinating or 
fearing tax or your finances. It’s time to take control and make your 
money work harder for you.  

New Year Finance Resolutions

Do you have a tax issue to resolve? 
Discuss with the professionals all the ways to legally 
mitigate the taxes you owe and stay on the right side 
of HM Revenue & Customs by fulfilling your filing 

obligations. Call us on 01473 659777 or email 
andrew@beatons.co.uk for the facts.

Is your Will up to date? Include in this whether all life 
assurance policies, including death in service cover, 
mortgage cover are still payable to the correct beneficiary. 

Is your retirement plan in place? Are you contributing 
enough to your pension position?  Are your savings 
working tax efficiently for you? How much will you need 
to have in savings to provide you with sufficient income 
for your retirement? 

Review your future tax position before possible tax rate 
changes. What would the capital gains be on selling your 
shares or property, what is your exposure to inheritance tax? 
Getting ahead of the tax charges is the first step in reducing 
these taxes.

Document your finances, where monies are kept and discuss 
with power of attorney. A power of attorney are people who 
will manage your finances if you lack mental capacity in the 
future (usually friends or family). Without power of attorney, 
if you can’t manage your own finances the courts will appoint 
a deputy who might not understand your wishes fully. 

1

2

3

4

Claim tax relief for your pension contributions, donations 
to charity, working from home allowances and other 
permitted deductions.

File your 2020 Tax Return – First tax deadline of 2021 is for 
submitting your 2020 Tax Return online to HM Revenue & 
Customs on 31 January 2021. Failure to submit a Tax Return 
by 31 January 2021 will incur a £100 penalty which will 
automatically escalate to at least £1,300 for continued failure 
regardless of whether any tax is actually due.

Check your tax affairs are up-to-date – Have you reported 
all of your income to HMRC? Do you have untaxed income 
such as rental income or self-employment income? If you 
haven’t already declared this to HMRC, now is the time to 
do so. HMRC have extensive information powers and obtain 
details of undeclared income from various sources and then 
can impose penalties for non-disclosure.

5

6

7
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David Button
Independent Funeral Directors

The Old Bank, 225 High Street, Walton, Felixstowe, Suffolk IP11 9DT
Tel: 01394 200793 Mob: 07546 754531

info@davidbuttonfunerals.co.uk

www.davidbuttonfuneraldirectors.co.uk

At David Button’s funeral service, we make sure your loved one’s 
final farewell is as perfect as possible.

You will see the same member of staff who will guide you every step 
of the way and if you can’t come to us, we will come to you.

A simple inclusive cremation at Seven Hills or 
Ipswich Crematorium £2,965.

Our fees are available to view on our website.
Pre-paid funeral plans are also available.

We’ he...

New Environmental 
Guidance Note Approved

East Suffolk Council continues to put the environment first as it 
approves new guidance which tackles the impact development can have 
on the environment. The aim of the Environmental Guidance Note is to 
support East Suffolk Council’s environmental vision in building the right 
environment for East Suffolk and its commitment to be carbon neutral 
by 2030. It was produced after the council voted unanimously to declare 
a climate emergency last year in a bid to reduce its own carbon emissions 
and to encourage local communities to help fight climate change.

The Guidance Note was approved by East Suffolk Council at Full 
Council on 25 November and will now play a key role in supporting the 
council’s green commitments. It provides simple, concise information on 
best practices for reducing the impact on the environment in any new 
developments or renovations and measures to help achieve this, including 
energy efficiency, renewable energy, nature and wildlife, sustainable travel, 
water conservation, materials and waste and more.

The Guidance Note can be used to inform the design of new 
developments, renovation of existing buildings, design and access 
statements, Neighbourhood Plans, comments made on planning 
applications, general household maintenance and much more.

View the Environmental Guidance Note at:
www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environment/environment-guidance-note

To read the full article, visit www.spotlightmagazine.co.uk

Felixstowe Fairtrade 
in Lockdown
Due to lockdown restrictions, the Felixstowe Fairtrade 

Forum held its AGM on 20 November via Zoom. Stephen Wyatt 
presented a report on the year’s activities. He said: “We were lucky to 
get our activities in during Fairtrade Fortnight in late February and 
early March before the first lockdown began. The highlight was the 
Family Fun Day at the library on 29 February. It was well attended 
and children and families enjoyed a range of activities as well as 
refreshments. The chocolate fountain was a big hit. We also started 
distributing Fairtrade footballs to local primary schools at Fairtrade 
assemblies – although we had to suspend this because of the pandemic.

“Since the beginning of March, like most local organisations, our 
activities have been severely curtailed. However, Felixstowe other 
Fairtrade towns in Suffolk did participate in a live link-up with our 
contact in Kenya, Patrick Kaberia. Patrick is a Fairtrade farmer and 
he explained how the pandemic was affecting tea producers there. He 
emphasised how continuing support for Fairtrade is crucial right now.”

The meeting also heard about plans for Fairtrade Fortnight 2021, 
starting on 22 February. A competition is being planned with a 
local retailer and there will be a live link-up between local schools 
and Patrick in Kenya. One of the key schools selecting pupils to put 
questions to Patrick is Trimley St Mary Primary and it is hoped other 
local schools will also log in to the session.

Fairtrade is about better prices, decent working conditions, and fair 
terms of trade for farmers and workers in the developing world. 
Buying Fairtrade products ensures that producers receive a fair price 
for their goods. For more information visit:
www.felixstowe-fairtrade.org.uk

Merry Sparks
Paul and Ray Merry

• Domestic • Commercial
• Industrial

Tel: 01394 283564
Mobile: 07976 510142

Fully Qualified
Electricians

Email:
paulmerry1@btinternet.com

Fuseboard upgrades
LED lighting
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Community News
Trimley St Mary Parish Council News
Report from Parish Council Chairman Councillor David Southgate

On April 1, our council was the 
first in Suffolk to adopt online 
meetings and our councillors have 
continued to meet their obligations 
in serving the parishioners during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The dedication of the councillors has enabled the Parish Plan to 
evolve. We have eight parish councillors at present and have three 
vacancies. To find out more about eligibility and how you could 
contribute in this interesting and rewarding role please contact the 
parish clerk. We meet on the first Wednesday of the month via 
webex. Details can be obtained via the website or Facebook page.
Currently we are putting the Parish Plan into action; this includes 
upgrading the Welcome Hall inside and out.

Tree planting: The parish council is in the process of securing access for 
funding to plant trees within the parish. Do you have suggestions on 
where to plant trees? Please note: the landowner’s permission is required 
to be able to plant a tree. We are looking for individuals and groups to 
help with the planting and our clerk would love to hear from you.

Stock fencing: We will be extending the stock fencing alongside 
the A14 on St Mary’s Green as far as Thurmans Lane underpass to 
improve safety for children and pets.

Hedge management: The overgrown hedge alongside footpath 11 
(Thomas Ave up to The Josselyns) was cut back in December. Much 
work has been done to clear overgrown vegetation around the village.

Litter bins: We have funded two new litter bins at Stennetts Playing 
Field as well as one at the school.

Speed indicators: We currently have two and we’re in the process of 
purchasing another.  

Parish Praise certificates: These are being handed out to businesses 
and individuals who have served our residents during Covid-19. We 
are continually grateful for all the support our residents have received. 

Fallen war heroes: The fallen war heroes have been remembered on 
our Facebook page and wreaths were laid on behalf of our residents 
at Trimley Church and the Peace Sign at Reeve Lodge. 

Covid-19 directory: We have a regularly updated Covid-19 
directory on our Facebook page with local businesses delivering to 
Trimley. You will also find parish news including meeting agendas 
and minutes. Our website is regularly updated too. 

Voluntary litter pickers: We thank you for keeping our village tidy. 

Census 2021 day is 21 March: Households will receive letters with 
online codes allowing them to take part from early March.

Welcome Hall: Erected in 1902, recent improvements include 
double-glazed windows, updating of the central heating and hot 
water system, the main hall and both foyers have been repainted, 
new carpet has been fitted and the original pine flooring has been 
completely refurbished. The kitchen has a new ceiling, with up to 
date lighting fitted, sinks, units, oven and hob installed. To hire 
contact the booking clerk on 07824 309712. 

Parish Clerk Mrs Cooper 

01394 285193 / clerk@trimleystmary-pc.gov.uk 
www.facebook.com/trimleystmary
www.trimleystmary-pc.gov.uk

News from the RNLI
An update on Betty's Pots
Betty’s pots have been a huge but simple fundraising success for the 
RNLI both locally and nationally.
 

How did it start? 
The idea for Betty’s 5p Pots 
came from Betty Frith who was 
the honorary treasurer for over 
20 years at the Hertford Branch 
of the RNLI. 

Betty had an idea to recycle small 
jam jars that you would get when 
you stay at a hotel or have a cream 
tea in a cafe. She asked supporters 
to save their 5p coins and add 
them to the jars, which were then 
emptied into larger collecting 
buckets, to support the RNLI. 
We started our collection for 
funds for the Felixstowe Branch 
in May 2019.

 
How much have our supporters raised so far?
Since May 2019, Betty’s Pots have raised a grand total of £1,879.22 
in Felixstowe. Of this, £331.38 has been raised this year despite 
the lockdowns. The Wool Baa alone has collected over a £1,000, 
for which they have been presented with a certificate to mark the 
milestone. This is displayed proudly in their shop.
 
Where can I get a pot?
Currently we have pots and collection buckets available at both 
The Wool Baa and Ruby’s Cafe. Pots are also available at Felixstowe 
Library and at Goslings Farm Shop in Trimley. We are very grateful 
to all the businesses for their continued support.
 
Like most charities, our fundraising opportunities have been severely 
impacted by Covid-19. Betty’s Pots have provided a vital addition to 
RNLI funds. We also have a local JustGiving page to enable you to make 
online donations directly to your local Felixstowe Fundraising Branch.
 
The link can be found on our Facebook page and at:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rnli-felixstowe
 
For more information on our current and future news and events 
please visit our Facebook page: RNLI Felixstowe Fundraising Branch
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41 Barrack Sq, Martlesham, Ipswich IP5 3RF   Free parking

Our friendly, local solicitors are on hand to 
advise you on a host of legal matters, including 
buying and selling property, family breakdown, 

making a will or developing your business. 

Whatever life brings 
we’re always here for you

Life   |   Land   |   Business

Visit barkergotelee.co.uk or call 01473 611211

For your life, land and business, 
Barker Gotelee is here to help.

Felixstowe Landguard Rotary Club are celebrating a landmark 
charitable achievement as one of hundreds of Rotary clubs from 
across the country to contribute over £1 million to Lendwithcare, a 
microfinance charity which enables people in the UK to make small 
loans to entrepreneurs from poor communities around the world.
 
People in the developing world don’t want to rely on hand-outs. 
Lendwithcare is an innovative scheme which allows people to lend 
small sums of money directly to entrepreneurs to help them change 
their business plans into life changing opportunities. Unlike most 
charities, 100% of loans go to entrepreneurs. 

Since October 2011, 
Rotary clubs across the 
UK have been raising 
funds to make small 
loans to entrepreneurs 
in developing 
countries, enabling 
them to start or expand 
their small businesses 
and work their way 
out of poverty, feed 
their families and send 

their children to school. More than £1 million has now been lent by 
Rotary to farmers, tailors, market stallholders and food producers to 
name just a few of the types of businesses Rotary have helped in 11 
countries across Africa, Asia and South America.

Felixstowe Landguard Rotary Club have raised and lent a total of 
£5,850, contributing towards the national £1 million landmark, with 
the club loaning to entrepreneurs in 11 countries. Club President Jim 
Peek said: “Felixstowe Landguard Rotary Club are proud to be a part 
of this fantastic initiative. Lendwithcare is a great way to help people 
out of poverty. You see exactly who the money is going to, and what 
they will use it for. The entrepreneur uses the funds to help them to 
earn a living, often employing family members and neighbours as well, 
helping to lift their communities out of poverty. They pay the loans 
back, which can be re-lent to person after person.”
 
Rotary is one of the world’s largest and most successful global 
membership and humanitarian service organisations, with 1.2 million 
members in over 200 countries volunteering their time and their 
talents to tackle challenges at home and abroad to promote peace, 
fight disease, provide clean water, support education, save mothers 
and children and grow local economies.
 
Club President Jim Peek continued: “Felixstowe Landguard Rotary 
Club has a proud history of fundraising for charitable causes through 
community events, and Lendwithcare is a fantastic cause and very 
popular with our members. Local people have given generously and it’s 
testament to their generosity that we’ve managed to reach an incredible 
£1 million. That money will keep being re-lent and re-lent, translating 
into many millions of pounds worth of loans over the coming years.” 

Rotarian Brian Davies recently had the opportunity to join a weekly 
meeting of a microfinance group operating in South Africa. The women 
run a business buying chicken feed in bulk and selling to individuals in 
their local communities. The profits are used by the members to improve 
their families’ lives by funding necessities such education and healthcare.
 
Head of Lendwithcare, Tracey Horner, added: “Through Lendwithcare, 
Rotary have helped change the lives of more than 5,000 entrepreneurs 
around the world so far. We’re grateful to every Rotary member who 
lends their time and energy to raise funds to lend to people trying to 
earn a living in some of the most challenging environments in the 
world. It really is life-changing for the people we work with, and we 
want to extend our huge thanks to Rotary Great Britain and Ireland, 
and everyone at Felixstowe Landguard Rotary Club.”
 
Anyone can make a loan through Lendwithcare or buy a Lendwithcare 
voucher as a gift. Loans start from £15 and will typically be paid 
back over 6-12 months. Follow Felixstowe Landguard Rotary Club’s 
footsteps and visit www.lendwithcare.org to make a loan and change 
a life. You can also contact Brian Davies, secretary for Felixstowe 
Landguard Rotary Club, at: landguardsecretary@hotmail.co.uk

Felixstowe Landguard Rotary Club Changing Lives with Loans

Your feet deserve 
expert care...

!

Professional. Reliable. Affordable.
Felixstowe Foot Care

Contact Matthew today: 
T: 07821 913523   E: matt@felixstowefootcare.co.uk
Matthew Burt (MCFHP) (MAFHP)  Qualified, Insured and DBS Checked

• Corns 
• Calluses 
• Cracked heels 
• Fungal nails 
• Toenail trimming
• General foot care
• Diabetic care

We can help you with:

!Receive 
treatment in 
the comfort 
of your home
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Rotary Rambles
Since our last walks, the UK has completed its second lockdown 
and is well into the new tier system. As I write, Suffolk finds itself in 
Tier 2, which still has restrictions but enables us to resume our walks 
within the rule of six. We missed out on our November ramble but 
managed to squeeze in our first December walk on Saturday 5.

With the weather rather 
unpredictable, we took a shorter 
route to avoid the very muddy 
conditions caused by the sleet 
and snow from the previous day. 
The walk started at the Mariners 
in Trimley and we cut through 
Stennetts Park, across the railway 
and down Cordy’s Lane. We then 
followed the footpaths through 
the woods, past Keepers Cottage 
and came out by Grimston Hall 
Cottage. For most of the walk, we 
avoided the rain and stopped for 
a quick rest near Kiln Grove, close 
to the farm (not far from the pond 
area), before crossing the bridge and 
finishing back at the Mariners pub. 

We had a debate crossing the 
bridge, wondering what the green 
wooden, podium style boxes were 

(the type you would stand on to receive an Olympic medal) and 
then we realised that riders use them to dismount when taking 
horses across the bridge! There wasn’t much wildlife around on the 
day but it was still a good varied walk with some lovely scenery, 
great comradery and we all had a good workout.

We want to share each walk we do so you can try it for yourself. In 
the meantime, here is a little information on the benefits of walking:

The Mental Benefits of Walking
While the physical benefits are notable, the mental boost that you 
get from adding a walk to your daily routine may have a more 
immediate effect than you think: psychologists have found that a 
10-minute walk may be just as good as a 45-minute workout when 
it comes to relieving the symptoms of anxiety.

It is said that walking can increase your creative output 
considerably. It can open up a flow of ideas, creativity and solutions 
to any issues you may have. Indeed, engaging in physical activity 
allows our minds to wander and gives us some of the most 
innovative ideas. It is also said to be a great mood booster as well 
as increasing vigour and self-confidence and lessening negative 
emotions, the risk of depression and the deterioration of brain 
tissue as we age. Walking in nature is particularly effective.

So, what are you waiting for? Despite these cold and sometimes 
damp days, if you wrap up warm and keep dry, a simple walk can 
be such a big help during these difficult times.

For more details, visit the Rotary Club of Felixstowe online or 
on Facebook where you will find the routes and tips of what you 
should take with you on your own adventures. 

Happy walking! 
Due to current restrictions, Rotary walks are for members only, but 
we hope to widen the invitation when circumstances allow.

Set Maidstone & Causton School
We offer a secure 
environment from 
Reception through to 
Year 6 where children are 
happy to learn. We have a 
tailored curriculum, wide 
enrichment programme 
and Thrive programme. 
We pride ourselves on the 
pastoral care we give to 

every one of our students, developing and supporting them when they 
join and throughout their time at our School. We work closely with 
our children’s families to form a strong community, so we can ensure 
every child will enjoy, achieve and thrive throughout their time with us, 
ensuring they are ready for high school when they leave us at the end of 
Year 6 and laying the foundation for the skills they will need in life.

Catering for Reception and Years 1 and 2, SET Maidstone is based 
on a site with a large playground, trike track and grass garden 
area. Three main play areas with a wide variety of play equipment 
including our tyre park, dino wall and trim trail. From Year 3 
children move up to SET Causton, which is set in spacious grounds, 
including a Forest School area, extensively used by children from 
both sites, a playground and a large field. There is a wide variety of 
fitness play equipment to suit all year groups, to promote active play.
We are proud of our libraries at both sites, these are used to effectively 
promote a love of reading in school and enhance the children’s 
learning. Thrive rooms are located at both sites and are used daily to 
support individuals and groups; to engage them in developing their 
social skills through the use of sensory and nurture activities. 

Our website is full of information, including our prospectus, so you 
can read about our warm and friendly school in detail. You can also 
find @SETMandC on Facebook and Twitter for the latest updates. 
If you have any questions about our school and admissions, contact:
SET Maidstone Infants School 
01394 283375 / maidstoneadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org
SET Causton Junior School
01394 283374 / caustonadmin@maidstoneandcauston.org

Reception admissions applications are via Suffolk County Council 
and must be made by 15 January 2021.
www.maidstoneandcaustonschool.org.uk

Photo: Mrs Lucy Thompson, Head of School, with the children. 
Credit/Copyright: Seckford Education Trust
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Community News
The Federation of Fairfield and Colneis

Although we are living in very 
different times, I am pleased to say 
that our pupils were still able to 
enjoy numerous Christmas activities 
in school over the festive period. 
Our staff worked incredibly hard to 
make the season as special for our 
children and families as possible.
As we were unable to hold our 
Christmas concerts in front of a 
live audience, we made good use of 
technology so that our productions 
could take place virtually. Each 
year group across both schools put 
together a performance that parents 
were able to access.

I am always impressed with the 
creativity that staff and children 
show at these times. Each of our year 
groups approached this differently, 
producing a variety of performances 
from bell ringing to signed carols, 
from poems to the retelling of the 
nativity story. I am sure that the 
children enjoyed being able to share 
the productions with their parents. 
We were also able to hold our usual 
Christmas dinner for the children 
and our younger children received a 
(virtual) visit from Father Christmas. 

Above all, the Christmas period 
focussed on the values that we look 
to show throughout the year, to 
bring communities together and to 
look out for each other, particularly 
those who are more vulnerable. To 

develop this further, we are also looking to support the local initiative 
Felixstowe Helping Hands charity over the upcoming months by 
giving our children an opportunity to write letters to members of the 
community who are isolated or on their own. We hope that this can 
build real intergenerational links that help to foster community spirit.

In the meantime, wishing you all a happy, healthy and calmer 2021!

Headteacher Mr Mark Girling

 

The Federation of 
Fairfield and Colneis 

We have been accepting day students at Felixstowe International 
College since September 2019. Whilst overseas boarding students 
still make up a large proportion of our student body, an increasing 
number of local day students are joining our international secondary 
school. They are keen to share their experiences with more residents 
in Felixstowe and the surrounding areas. 

Why did you come to Felixstowe International College?
Grace, Year 9: “I’ve been coming here for summer school since I was 
really young and have always said I wanted to go here for high school. 
I was excited to be able to join when they started taking day students.” 
Amelia, Year 8, started this year: “I thought it would be an exciting 
experience because we’re from different countries and we get to learn 
each other’s cultures. Learning here is and fun and people get high 
grades so thought it would benefit me too.”
Juliet, Year 11, is a part-time student, who is also home educated: 
“I originally came here last year because I was looking for a place 
to practice Korean. Then I realised I could do my Art GCSE here 
too because you can’t normally do that outside of school and later I 
started doing maths.”

What is learning like at Felixstowe International College?
Grace: I found it easy to adapt from my last school as we have lots 
of the same lessons plus a wider range of subjects. As well as the 
usual subjects, this year we complete community work, learn debate, 
sociology and go to Korean Club to learn about culture and language. 
If you want a lesson that isn’t on the curriculum, you can speak to the 
principal and they might add it for you. Our class sizes are also really 
small, so it is much calmer than being in a big class.”
Amelia: “We get earlier access to some subjects and can do some 
things that might not be on the curriculum at a bigger school. I 
feel like it’s broadened our knowledge. EPQ (Extended Project 
Qualification) is something we get to do earlier here, which is good 
because we learn how to research a topic of our own choice.” 
Juliet: “I like the small class sizes as I’m used to it with other online 
lessons I do at home. It’s more personalised and you get lots of 
attention from your teachers. I can talk to them about what I need 
and have good discussions.”

What would you say to anyone considering joining 
Felixstowe International College?
Grace: “Just do it!”
Amelia: “If you want to try something new, meet different types of 
people, learn new subjects in small groups then it’s an amazing place.” 
Juliet: “It’s a unique school and is very inclusive and has been a great 
alternative for me.”

A parent’s perspective
Amelia’s mother is thrilled with the progress her daughter has made 
in her first term: “I have seen her develop academically, socially, 
emotionally and intellectually. She enjoys telling us about the 
opportunities and experiences each day and the small class sizes allow 
her to get all she can from each lesson.” 

Our principal, Mrs Rebecca Mainprice, is proud of how well the new 
day students have settled in: “We are a family school and want to 
offer alternative education opportunities for local day students. We 
are small and unique which we use to provide individualised support 
to each and every student every day. We welcome young people from 
all backgrounds to arrange a visit.”

Find out more at: www.ficedu.org

Felixstowe International College
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DELIVERY
& COLLECTION

Menu changes each week but an 
example is Steak and Guinness 
Pie or collect anytime in between 
12am - 6.30pm

Call 01394 286834
option 5 for details

Please pre-book
at least one day

before or for
Sundays by

Friday

FREE DELIVERY
ON ALL MEALS

ORDERED
FROM 

THE GOLF CLUB

THURSDAY
DELIVERY 12-2PM
OR 5-7PM

Fish and Chips or collect any 
time between 12 - 6.30pm

FRIDAY
DELIVERY 12-2PM
OR 5-7PM

Fish and Chips

SATURDAY
COLLECTION ONLY 
FROM 11 - 6.30PM 

Roast dinner with a choice of 2 
meats and all the trimmings and a 
choice of two desserts, or collect.

SUNDAY
DELIVERY
BETWEEN 12.30-3PM

ALL MEALS £7.50 EXCEPT SUNDAY ROAST WHICH IS £10 
FOR ONE COURSE OR £12.50 FOR TWO COURSES.  

All prices include delivery. Menus available online at:
felixstowegolf.co.uk/catering_and_functions.

Subscribe to our welcome memberhship for only £12
per year to recieve our menus directly to your inbox.

Local Feature

Tee Times

Ferry Road, Felixstowe, IP11 9RY
01394 286834   www.felixstowegolf.co.uk

Well, I think most people will agree, we want to put 2020 firmly behind 
us and look forward to a Covid-free year in 2021! Here at the golf club, 
we also have an amazing year to look forward to when we start to build 
our new clubhouse which has been two years in the planning. It is an 
innovative design and has been landscape led throughout to blend in 
with our beautiful location. We will also build five luxury houses. The 
houses are contemporary and unique and will have outstanding views 
across the golf course, coastline and historical landmarks.

As we all know, the community really pulled together during 2020 
and it has been heart-warming to hear so many stories of people and 
organisations helping others out in difficult times. This community spirit 
also inspired us and we continued our food delivery service throughout. 
On Christmas Day we will deliver Christmas lunch with all the 
trimmings to more than 120 people.

We are looking forward to inviting our community to our new facilities, 
be it as a member to play golf on our amazing Martello course, a pay 
and play visitor on our marvellous nine-hole course, a customer in our 
new café, a participant on our new public putting green or sightseeing 
from our new public viewing platform. Whatever the reason, when 
you come to Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club you will be assured of a very 
warm welcome. Let’s try our hardest to forget the past year and all its 
difficulties and look forward to a better future for our community. 
Happy New Year to you all.
General Manager, David Spencer

Beryl Churchman D.O.
Registered Osteopath with
over 29 years experience
For relief from
Arthritic pain / Back pain / Neck pain
Joint pain and much more
Recognised by most health 
insurance companies
A professional and friendly practice

For more information, advice or to 
book an appointment please contact 
me or visit www.berylchurchman.com
Vincent Grace Hair Salon on the corner 
of Garrison Lane and High Road West IP11 9AA
07801 187636
berylchurchmanandassociates@gmail.com 

www.berylchurchman.com

NEW 
COVID 19 

PROTOCOLS 
IN PLACE
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Submitted by Dr Adrian Cooper

An Exciting Year Ahead! Happy New Year! 

2021 is going to be an exciting year of 
progress for Felixstowe’s Community 
Nature Reserve. In the local area, we will 
grow larger than ever before. Already, we 
have a combined area to our community 
nature reserve well in excess of a full-sized 
football pitch. Local artists and musicians 
add hugely to the community breadth of 
that achievement. 

Within neighbouring towns, we will 
continue to support the magnificent 
work of Ipswich Community Nature 
Reserve, Transition Woodbridge and the 
Brightlingsea Nature Network. Further 
afield, we will support the equally brilliant 
work of the Cosby Community Nature 
Reserve and Pontos + Vida in Portugal. 

In Liverpool, we are excited to be working 
with David Roberts and his team as they 
start the ambitious task of creating the 
South Liverpool Community Nature 
Reserve. David is an excellent organiser 
and has a first-class knowledge of his city. 

We will support the South Liverpool Community Nature Reserve by 
providing them with information and one-to-one support.

Alongside David Roberts’ role in developing the South Liverpool 
Community Nature Reserve, he is also adapting our work with local 
schools to help support St Vincent’s School for children who live with 
visual impairment and other challenges. Their wildlife-friendly school 
garden will add significantly to the excellent standards of education and 
well-being which St Vincent’s consistently achieves. 

In May 2020, Felixstowe’s Citizen Science Group conducted a 
comprehensive impact analysis on our work so far. The results were 
encouraging. However, they also showed that we have much more 
work to do. 

In 2021, we will commission another impact analysis from our 
Citizen Science Group to see how the situation has changed over the 
last 12 months.

Felixstowe’s Citizen Science Group has established itself locally and 
globally as an example of excellent team-work and analytical rigour. 
Through their connections with the European Citizen Science 
Association and many other organisations around the world, 2021 
will see them continue to grow in stature. 

To learn more about Felixstowe’s Community 
Nature Reserve, please visit our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/felixstoweCommunityNatureReserve



22

Special Feature
Happy New Year from all at Scott Beckett

Born in Felixstowe... Raised in Felixstowe... 
Estate Agents in Felixstowe

Cast your mind back to New Year’s Eve 2019. There we were 
all waving goodbye to the old decade and looking forward with 
anticipation to the next! 

Hopes and expectations were high amongst most - holidays, new cars, 
weddings, jobs, summer BBQs with friends, concerts, the Olympics, 
meals out, Euro 2020 and theatres to name but a few… "Have you 
heard of that virus overseas?" We said back then. "Sounds awful, but 
it won't affect us here." Sounds familiar doesn't it. 

Moving on a year and looking back on 2020, the company are not 
alone in admitting that the year was by far the most testing since Scott 
Beckett opened in 2013. The Covid pandemic meant that lockdowns, 
furlough, bereavement, retirement, recruitment and new regulations 
within the company were in most instances new experiences to accept, 
adapt to and contend with. Managing and embracing these experiences 
coincided with the chancellors announcement of a stamp duty holiday 
meaning that purchasers could save up to £15,000 if completing a 
house purchase prior to 31 March 2021.

More people than ever were and still are wishing to move to coastal 
locations with working from home appearing to be ‘the new normal’. 
Each of the above, while also continuing to manage clients’ expectations 
while keeping them informed of developments and regulations, 
thankfully lead, once again, to 2020 being a record year for sales.

220 sales were agreed by the office in 2020, a calendar year increase 
of approximately 10% in what was in effect a nine-month year. 
This sales figure was more than twice that of our nearest rivals.*

Spotlight on Felixstowe • www.spotlightmagazine.co.uk

If you would like a free fi nancial consultation in the comfort 
of your own business or at home, please contact me today on:

Blake and Day Financial Planning Ltd., is directly authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority FCA Number 843625. Company registration number 11905650.

QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE ON:

 INVESTMENTS 

 PENSIONS

 RETIREMENT PLANNING

 PENSION FUND ACCESS & DRAWDOWN

 CORPORATE PENSIONS & PROTECTION

 INHERITANCE PLANNING 

 LIFE COVER & FAMILY PROTECTION

O�  ce: 01394 775711 / Mobile: 07704 311021
E: deb@bdfi nancial.co.uk / W: www.bdfi nancial.co.uk

Blake & Day provide 
comprehensive 

independent fi nancial 
advice tailored to your 
personal requirements. 

Our guidance is designed 
to be straight forward and 
uncomplicated, enabling 

you to take e� ective 
strategic control of your 

fi nancial future.

This is the seventh successive year that Scott Beckett 
has been the top selling agent in Felixstowe *

Scott Beckett's motto ‘Born in Felixstowe... Raised in Felixstowe... 
Estate Agents in Felixstowe’ is as appropriate today as it has ever 
been and, as a small truly local businesses, the company is proud 
to have continued to be able to help and support the community 
throughout the pandemic and, moving forward, aims to continue 
to do so into 2021 and beyond.

As a small business, Scott Beckett employs local people who are able 
to offer the highest levels of customer service. Jason Lewis joined as 
senior valuer/negotiator in October 2020 and with his enthusiasm 
and local knowledge is available any time to discuss your needs and 
assist with the marketing of your property. The office manager, 
Debbie Chenery, is well respected and joined the company in 2014,
 a year after secretary/administrator Kathryn Mulcaire.

Business partners Keith Beckett and Steve Scott are well known 
in Felixstowe, both offering unrivalled combined experience of all 
property related matters. Steve and Keith have been estate agents in 
the town since 1986.

Looking forward, Scott Beckett aim to continue to embrace 
modern technology and customer service and are pleased to 
announce that from 2021 they can offer an enhanced financial 
services option to their clients in association with Sharon Bett 
of S Bett Mortgages (Felixstowe).**

* Figures supplied from Rightmove Intel for all agents covering IP11 
& IP10 0 postcode areas

** Your home may be at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a 
mortgage or loan secured against it

If you are thinking of selling 
in 2021, or are looking for a 
mortgage or to remortgage, 

call Scott Beckett: 
01394 338000, drop into 

their offices at 19 Hamilton 
Road, Felixstowe IP11 7AX. 

www.scottbeckett.co.uk
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NEW ROAD  £350,000 
Extended detached 3 bed bungalow, 

sun lounge, enclosed garden.

THURMANS LANE  £695,000
Attractive detached 5 bed home in 

established village lane location.

ROSEBERY ROAD  £599,950 
Large open plan ground floor accommodation, 

4 beds, popular Old Felixstowe location.

ST MARTINS GREEN  £182,500 
Ideal FTB or investment home, 2 beds, 

driveway, garage & garden.

ScottSteve

BeckettKeith

Born in Felixstowe
Raised in Felixstowe
Estate Agents in Felixstowe

01394 338000
19 Hamilton Road

Felixstowe IP11 7AX
enquiries@scottbeckett.co.uk

www.scottbeckett.co.uk

The UK’s number one Property site

GOLF ROAD  £975,000 
A stunning contemporary 4 bedroom modern detached residence over 
3 floors, set on a corner plot adjoining Golf Road and Marcus Road and 

benefiting from distant sea views from each of the upper floors.

THE COURTS  £850,000 
Stunning SEA VIEWS from a magnificent and individual detached home 
with double garage and extensive parking. 5 / 6 bedrooms, 18ft x 18ft 

lounge, sun lounge, enclosed garden, 2 en-suites, lift facility.

SOUTH BEACH MANSION, FELIXSTOWE
A luxury development of 6 stunning sea view apartments with lift facility and gated parking, ideally situated in a secluded town centre location.

 
ESTIMATED COMPLETION SPRING 2021 

GUIDE PRICES  £475,000 – £650,000
Apartment 5 now available for viewing. Call 01394 338000 for more information.
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Rightmove, Zoopla, Prime Location, On The Market 
& Homes 24 Internet advertising

Committed operating hours until 7pm Monday – Friday, 
5pm Saturdays & midday Sundays

Fully optimised company website: www.scottbeckett.co.uk  

Over 130 years of Estate Agency experience

Bright & vibrant welcoming town centre office

■

■

■
■
■

■
■

■
■
■

Striking A3 LED window displays

Instantly recognisable “FOR SALE” 
and “SOLD” boards 

Floorplans

Guaranteed viewing feedback

Regular supporters of truly local 
charities and organisations

19 Hamilton Road
Felixstowe IP11 7AX

enquiries@scottbeckett.co.uk
www.scottbeckett.co.uk

ScottSteve

BeckettKeith

Born in Felixstowe
Raised in Felixstowe
Estate Agents in Felixstowe

Felixstowe’s Leading Selling Agent 
EACH YEAR FROM 2014 TO 2020

Thinking of selling in 2021? Call us TODAY!

Data is derived purely from Rightmove.co.uk’s internal statistics and advertisers on 05/12/2020, may be subject to 
specific geography or search criteria and is provided ‘as is’ for general interest only. 

Insights brought to you by

intel

01394 338000

12/5/2020 Rightmove Plus

https://rmplus.rightmove.co.uk/market-share/sales-agreed# 1/1

05/12/2020

1 st

out of  

49 offices

ScottBeckett
 

Felixstowe 
 

19 Hamilton Road,  Felixstowe, 
IP11 7AX

ScottBeckett
Felixstowe

      
Sales agreed report
IP11 7 IP11 4 IP11 9 IP11 2 IP11 0 IP11 3 IP10 0

The information below is based on the following filters:
Date: 01/01/2020 - 04/12/2020

Office 3

Office 4

Office 5

Office 6

Office 7

Office 8
Office 9

Others (40 offices)

ScottBeckett

Office 2

211

107
69

49

42

18
18
15
13

96

insights brought to you by

Data is derived purely from Rightmove.co.uk's internal statistics and advertisers on 05/12/2020, may be subject to specific geography or search criteria and is provided 'as is'

for general interest only. Rightmove makes no warranty as to the data's suitability for any purpose and accepts no liability for any action or inaction taken as a consequence

of its use. For a full list of all competing agents contact marketing@rightmove.co.uk.

The information in the 
chart is based on the 

following filters:
Sales agreed in IP11 7, 
IP11 4, IP11 9, IP11 2, 

IP11 0, IP11 3 and IP10 0 
postcodes

01/01/2020 - 04/12/2020

Scott Beckett


